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On behalf of the Ontario Forage Council I wish to thank 
our Participants, Organizers and Speakers for their 
attendance today. 
  
I am confident that our keynote speaker, Tom Kilcer 
with his 34 years experience in Field Crops Extension 
with Cornell University will provide valuable and 
informative information which will prove to be highly 
relevant to our 2010 Forage Focus theme óManage 

Your Forage to Maximize Your Profitabilityô. 
  
In addition, Joel Bagg, OMAFRA Forage Specialist will be providing both 
an informative and important update regarding the status of Forage 
Variety Testing in Ontario. 
  
I want to extend a special thanks to our Financial Contributors and 
Sponsors for their support in helping to make Forage Focus 2010 a 
success. 
  
Thank you and Best Wishes for an informative program.ô 
  
Bob Dippel, 

  OFC President 
 

 

PRESIDENTS WELCOME 
By Bob Dippel, 

OFC President, 



DISTRIBUTORS OF VARIETIES/AGENTS DE DISTRIBUTION DE SEMENCE  

Bishop  Seeds 
P. O. Box 171, Harriston,  

Ontario, N0G 1Z0 www.bishopseeds.ca  

Ph: 1-800-411-2062 Fax: 519-338-2510 

 

La Coop fédérée   
2405, de la Province 

Longueuil, Québec, J4G 1G3 

Commandes@cdl-longueuil.ca 

Ph: 450-670-2231 Fax: 450-670-3900 

 

Dow AgroSciences Canada Inc. 
7061 Cobble Hills Road 

St. Marys Ontario, N4X 1B7  www.DowAgro.com 

Ph. 519-349-2600  Fax 519-349-2688 

 

Evergreen Seed Co. Ltd. 
13847 The Gore Rd.,  

Bolton, Ontario, L7E 0W8 

pbarker@evergreenseed.ca   www.evergreenseed.ca 

Ph: 905-857-5721   or   1-888-207-5001 

 

General Seed Co. 2000 Ltd. 

Box 3, RR#1,  

Alberton, Ontario, L0R 1A0      

Ph: 905-648-2101 Fax: 905-648-6429 

GROWMARK Inc.  

1 Chandaria Place, Unit 5 

Kitchener, Ontario, N2C 2S3 

www.growmark.com 

Ph: 519-895-4217 Fax: 800-787-7076 

 

Hyland Seeds 
2 Hyland Drive, P. O. Box 1090, 

Blenheim, Ontario, N0P 1A0 

info@hylandseeds.com       www.hylandseeds.com 

Ph: 800-265-7403 Fax: 519-676-6800 

 

Mapleseed 
Box 1068, Lindsay,  

Ontario, K9V 5N4     www.mapleseed.ca 

Ph: 800-461-7645 Fax: 705-324-1803 

 

Parsons Seeds Ltd. 
Box 280,  

Beeton, Ontario, L0G 1A0 

Ph: 905-729-2202 Fax: 905-729-2623 

 

PICKSEED 

Box 304, 1 Greenfield Road,  

Lindsay, Ontario, K9V 4S3     www.pickseed.com  

Ph: 800-661-GROW Fax: 705-878-9249 

 

Pioneer Hi-Bred Ltd.  

Box 730,  

Chatham, Ontario, N7M 5L1 

www.pioneer.com  

Ph: 800-265-9435   Fax: 519-436-6753 

 

PRIDE Seeds 
Box 1088, 

Chatham, Ontario, N7M 5L6 

sales@prideseed.com          www.prideseed.com 

Ph: 800-265-5280  Fax: 519-354-8155 

 

ProRich Seeds Inc. 
333259 Plank Line (#19 Hwy)  

Mount Elgin, Ontario, N0J 1N0 

deb_prorich@hotmail.com   

Ph: 519-485-3447  Fax: 519-485-1354  
 

PACER SEEDS 

8400 Huntington Road, 

Vaughan, Ontario, L4L 1A5 

Ph: 1-877-75-PACER Fax: 905-856-7509 

 

Quality Seeds Ltd. 
8400 Huntington Road,  

Vaughan, Ont., L4L 1A5 

support@qualityseeds.ca www.qualityseeds.ca  

Ph: 877-856-7333 Fax: 905-856-7509 

 

SeCan 
501-300 March Road 

Kanata, Ontario,  K0A 2X0  

www.secan.com      mharry @secan.com 

Ph: 866-797-7874 Fax:  519-423-6933 

 

Speare Seeds 
Box 171, Harriston,  

Ontario, N0G 1Z0     

spearese@wightman.ca  

Ph: 519-338-3840 Fax: 519-338-2510 

ONTARIO FORAGE CROPS COMMITTEE   
The Ontario Forage Crops Committee (OFCC) reviews 

research work on forage species and uses this 

information to prepare production recommendations. 

As part of this effort, the committee evaluates under 

Ontario conditions the performance of experimental 

and commercial varieties of forages. This brochure 

summarizes the performance and characteristics of 

varieties that the committee has supported for 

registration in Canada. The brochure  and further 

information are available at:   GoForages.ca 

      

The committee is made up of representatives of  

Agriculture and Agri -Food Canada, the Canadian Seed 

Growers Association, the Canadian Seed Trade 

Association, the Dairy Farmers of Ontario, the Ontario 

Cattlemen's Association, the Ontario Forage Council, 

the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food and 

Rural Affairs, the Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement 

Association and the University of Guelph. 

 

Tests are conducted each year by the following 

agencies: the  University of Guelph agricultural 

research stations at Elora, Kemptville and New 

Liskeard, and the Thunder Bay Agricultural Research 

Station. 
No part of this brochure may be reproduced, in any form or 

by any means, or stored in a data base or retrieval system, 

without prior written permission from the Ontario Forage 

Crops Committee. 

COMITÉ DES PLANTES FOURRAGÈRES DE 

L'ONTARIO  

Le comité des plantes fourragères de l'Ontario (CPFO) 

examine les activités de recherche sur les espèces fourragères 

et utilise cette information pour préparer des 

recommandations de production. Une grande partie des 

efforts du comité est consacrée à l'évaluation des cultivars 

expérimentaux et commerciaux sous les conditions 

climatiques de l'Ontario. Ce carnet consigne diverses 

informations sur les cultivars que le comité a supporté pour 

enregistrement au Canada. Cette brochure et plus 

dôinformation sont disponible ¨ notre adresse: 

GoForages.ca 

    

Cet organisme est compos® de repr®sentants dôAgriculture et 

Agroalimentaire Canada, de lôAssociation Canadienne des 

Producteurs de Semences, de lôAssociation Canadienne des 

Commerçants de Semences, des Producteurs de Lait de 

lôOntario, de lôAssociation des Eleveurs de Bovins de 

lôOntario, du Conseil des Plantes Fourrag¯res de lôOntario, 

du Minist¯re dôAgriculture, de lôAlimentation et des Affaires 

Rurales de lôOntario, de lôAssociation dôAm®lioration des 

Sols et R®coltes de lôOntario et de lôUniversit® de Guelph. 

    

 Le comité coordonne la réalisation d'essais conduits par les 

agences suivantes: les stations de recherches de  l'Université 

de Guelph à  Elora, Kemptville et New Liskeard, et par  le 

station de recherche à Thunder Bay. 

    

 

 Toute reproduction sous tout format en totalité ou en partie 

des tableaux et des textes présentés sans permission écrite du 

Comit® des Plantes Fourrag¯res de lôOntario est interdite. 
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Traditional haylage is cut directly to narrow windrows; allowed to set for 2 ï 3 days 

drying, and then chopped.  It is dry as baled hay on the outside and wet as fresh mowed 

on the inside.  This appears practical but flies in the face of new information on how 

forages dry for silage and exacts a high price in digestible components you have lost. 
 

Silage does not dry the same as hay  
 

 The factors that affect drying of forages are assumed to be the same from start to 

finish.  This is not true.  Drying occurs in three phases.  Phase I is very rapid loss of 

moisture down to 60 ï 65% moisture ï the level at which silage is made.  Phase II is a 

slower process down to approximately 40% moisture.  Phase III is the longest phase with 

moisture levels ultimately safe for storing dry hay. 

Phase I At the start of drying, moisture moves along the stem and through the 

leaf as the primary pathway in the early stages of drying.  At least 35% of the moisture 

contained in the alfalfa stem at cutting exits the plant through the leaf during field drying 

(Harris & Tulberg, 1980).  This is similar for grass leaves.  The younger and more tender 

the plant, the more moisture is removed through the leaves. 

The primary method for moisture loss through the leaves is evapotranspiration 

through the stomata.  Stomata are pores in the plant leaf where carbon dioxide and oxygen 

can freely pass and moisture, drawn from the stem, can leave the plant.  Stomata respond 

to light temperature, water availability and other stimuli.  They generally close at night or 

in the shade, and open during the day.  For this reason the drying rate of intact forage 

plants is considerably greater than that of equivalent amounts of detached leaves and 

stems(Whitney et. al., 1969).  Plant moisture is 57 ï 65 % at stomata closure, well within 

the range for making excellent silage.  Thus loss through stomata is THE PRIMARY 

MECHANISM for reducing plant moisture to silage making levels.  Field curing is 

relatively inefficient compared with the natural evaportranspiration of the crop (Rotz 

1995) 

Traditional haylage making focused on field curing to the detriment of 

evaportranspiration.  Mowing into narrow swaths immediately shaded the majority of the 

forage, closing the stomata rather quickly.  Closing the stomata stops the primary 

mechanism for moisture loss in silage. Spreading the swath to the full width of the 

cutterbar maximizes exposure to sunlight. Leaves exposed to light lose moisture quickly 

(Moser).This is the most critical factor in accelerating drying for silage.  Sunlight keeps 

stomata open until moisture falls below silage levels.  Wide swath in our research 
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Same Day Haylage 

And 300 More Pounds of Milk in Every Ton Of Dry Matter 
 

Tom Kilcer 
Advanced Ag Systems LLC 



received three times more sunlight than the narrow swath.  This both stimulates moisture 

loss from the plant growing, and simultaneously increases the radiant heating in the 

spread crop because of the greater area subjected to incoming radiation 

Accelerating the negative effect of shading in narrow windrows, is the breaking of 

the capillary flow from the lower stem to the leaves due to mechanical crushing during 

conditioning of the stems.  This reduces drying for silage.  Adding to the negative effect 

is the density of the narrow swath.  Laundry does not dry in a pile neither does haylage.  

The rate of water loss was dependent on the weight of grass per unit area of ground and 

that this factor had a greater impact on the rate of water loss than conditioning, mixing, or 

turning the mown swath (Wright et. al 1997).  The narrow swath covered 18% of the 

ground compared to 100% for the wide swath.  This resulted in a narrow swath that was 

5.5 times denser than the wide swath. 

Phase II is a drier moisture than at which silage is made.  This loss of moisture 

out through the side of the alfalfa stems is 10X less than the movement the length of the 

stem and out the leaves.   Breaking the epidermis by conditioning can increase the drying 

rate. This middle stage of drying is more typical of the popular understanding of the 

mechanism of drying, with heavy reliance on mechanical conditioning.  It is only 

beneficial at moisture levels well below that used for silage. 

 Phase III This removes the tightly held water.  Phase III is below 45% moisture 

and continues until it is dry enough to store for hay.  It is highly dependent on weather 

conditions.   

How you dry, directly affects quality by impacting water soluble 

carbohydrates (energy) in silage.  Immediately after cutting the plant tissue continues to 

respire until the cells are no longer alive.  The greatest change that occurs is the 

respiration loss of carbohydrates (Nel).  This highly digestible material makes even small 

respiratory losses important, representing ~14% of the total dry matter losses for wilted 

silage. Under wet and humid conditions, respiratory losses may be 16% - 30% of initial 

dry matter.  This condition exists in the center of a narrow swath of haylage in the field.  

The better the forage quality is the greater the respiration losses. Respiration ceases when 

the dry matter reaches 35 ï 40%.  Each hour the silage sits in the field, you are losing 

energy.  Crushing didnôt help but actually increased the respiration rate of alfalfa 15% 

higher then uncrushed stems (Simpson, 1961). 

Respiration occurs whether the plant is in the sun or in the shade.  As mentioned 

above, the wide swath has more than three times more plants exposed to sunlight.  Thus in 

wide swath, can actually gain carbohydrate from photosynthesis more than that lost 

by respiration.  This reduction of respiratory loss by photosynthesis ceased when the 

forage reached 30% DM ï about the time you are ready to chop for silage. 

Cutting in the evening in order to have higher sugars in the forage does not work in 

the humid east were night time maintains the swath at 100% humidity ï thus prolonging 

respiration.  The authorôs field research found the narrow swath decreased in potential 

milk production  (as measured by Milk 2000) from the time it was cut until it was dry 

enough to chop for silage.  The wide swath consistently INCREASED potential milk 
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production/ton dry matter  as photosynthesis apparently produced readily digestible 

carbohydrates in excess of that consumed by respiration.  The majority of this showed up 

as starch rather than sugars (starch is composed of 2,000 to 200,000 sugar molecules) 

Owens et al 1998, further found that starch levels decreased by 57% in red clover 

and 56% in alfalfa during wilting.  This is a significant loss of readily digestible 

carbohydrates between mowing and ensiling.  It reflects what the author found in the 

consistent loss of milk where narrow swath forage had to stay in the field overnight until 

it achieved moisture levels necessary for ensiling the following day. 

Owens et al 1998, found that 73 to 94% of the sugar in wilted forage was used 

during ensiling.   The majority of starch was degraded during wilting rather than during 

ensiling.  Prolonged wilting can reduce the concentration of sugar to levels below that 

required for successful fermentation thus causing a change in the concentration and 

distribution of fermentation products in the silo -the ratio of lactate to acetate.  We found 

that wide swath consistently had better lactic to acetic ratios in the wide swath than the 

narrow.   Thus prolonged wilting may reduce silage quality and bunk life. 

This followed through to feeding in that fermented samples from rapidly dried wide 

swath contained 300 more potential pounds of milk/ton of dry matter than the forage 

produced by the slower drying narrow swaths. 
 

FIELD  RESULTS:   
Research has clearly shown that wide swath can produce proper moisture for haylage 

(<68% moisture) in an hour for first cut grass and two hours for first cutting alfalfa. The 

mower that dried the fastest was the sidebar sickle mower.  NO, we are not recommending 

going back to sidebar mowers.  What this does show is that for silage swath width matters 

more than anything for rapid dry down.  It also clearly shows that conditioning is NOT 

needed and does NOT help the phase I dry down for silage. 

 

Bottom line:  
Width matters more than conditioning for silage.  You are not getting the majority of the 

wide swath benefit unless your mower leaves a swath greater than 85% of the cutter bar 

width.  If your mower does not allow this, then open it as wide as you can to achieve as 

much drying benefit as possible (until you can get the right mower).  If you have a 13-14 

foot mower that only can leave a swath of 6 feet, then the added cost of tedding will be 

beneficial until you can trade in for the proper mower. 

 The final caution is if you utilize the double or triple windrow aspect of managing 

wide swath.  The silage will come in much faster than ever before.  You will need to 

upgrade the tractor weight on the silo to keep packing at the correct level.   If no all the 

savings in wide swath forage quality will be lost by spoiled silage. 
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For many areas of the northeast, alfalfa is alfalfa and grass is grown on a separate field.  

For 95% of New York, an alfalfa grass mix is what is grown.   Work done a number of years 

ago at Cornell found that when an alfalfa grass mix is grown, the wetter areas hold more alfalfa 

plants then where straight alfalfa is planted.  More recent work has found that straight grass 

harvested on time and properly, can have more milk producing ability than straight alfalfa.  

In the Northeast US, the vast majority of farms had been following tradition of using timothy 

for the grass companion.  For dairy farms harvesting all haycrop silage (little or no dry hay), 

many are switching to the higher producing endophyte free tall fescue.  Fescue will stay below 

the alfalfa canopy but provide tremendous yields.  The added benefit of fescues is its rapid fall 

growth, providing a blanket to help protect the crowns over the winter.  For longer term stands, 

including those that are baled as dry hay; most farms are planting smooth brome.  For very 

long term stands of grass for dairy cows, the improved varieties of reeds canary grass have 

given outstanding results.  

The big question is ñWhat is best for your situation?ò  The web site that Dr. Cherney 

developed called Forage Species Selection Tool, (http://www.forages.org/) is made to order for 

determining what will work best in your situations.   It covers selection for hay or silage, 

pasture, or conservation mixes.  It takes into account the soil characteristics, and the 

topography, and the ultimate use of that forage.  

For location, choose an area that is relatively near to Canada, such as St. Lawrence County.  It 

is just across the river and has many soils and climate conditions similar to your area.  

A Better Mousetrap 

When grass is added to the alfalfa, the dynamics and timing for harvesting the very high 

quality forage critical for profitable dairy production, changes significantly.  Some farm, 

agribusiness, and researchers use a growing degree calculator system to determine when to 

take their alfalfa.  It requires recording thermometers and considerable data entry.   It only 

gives you a general idea for your region.  Individual fields can vary considerably, especially in 

variable drainage or rolling topography.   

YOUR INDIVIDUAL FIELDS SHOULD DETERMINE WHEN YOU SHOULD START 

HARVEST.  It can be done using YOUR alfalfa as a phenological predictor.  This is a fancy 

way of saying that the height of alfalfa can predict when it and grass fields, in your local 

climate and condition, should be cut. Dr. Cherney has found that alfalfa matures at a certain 

rate that the majority of the variability can be determined by simply measuring the plant 

height.  He also found that grass matures at the same rate, but at an earlier schedule, as alfalfa 

but each would have the same milk producing ability.  The higher the percentage of grass the 

earlier it is harvested.  By adjusting for the amount of grass in the first cutting, you can 

determine the optimum time for harvesting various grass, grass/alfalfa, and mostly alfalfa 

 

Companion Grass for Alfalfa  
& How to Manage Them  

Tom Kilcer 
Advanced Ag Systems LLC 

http://www.forages.org/
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mixes.  This helps spread your work load. 

For all, or nearly all grass, for dairy animals, Cornell recommends that optimum milk 

production from grass is at 50 NDF.  This starts to occur when alfalfa is 38 cm inches tall.  

Measuring nearby alfalfa at 38 cm means that the harvest window is open to be cutting your 

pure grass stands.  In mixed stands (50% alfalfa), when alfalfa is 60 cm tall then you should 

be cutting the stand.  When pure alfalfa stands reach 76 cm, then the harvest window is opened 

for them.  Most farms will not stop harvest to wait for the crop to catch up.  You are better to 

cut too early than to cut too late. 

This system gives you a MAJOR advantage 

Using the predictor system to determine what fields to harvest first, allows you to 

harvest early fields at peak quality, and later fields at peak quality.  Thus you have high quality 

forage from ALL fields, even though the harvest may have started a week or more later for 

some fields.  If you have fields that are in a low, warm, sheltered location, they are ready 

earlier than the rest of the farm.  A well drained soil will have forage ahead of a poor drained 

soil.  A north facing slope will be further behind a south or south east facing slope.  For some 

farms, their clear alfalfa may be ready before a mostly grass field on a wet north facing slope.  

One extreme found alfalfa in a well drained, sheltered location next to a stream at 30 inches 

(ready to cut) while the majority of the farm with north facing and less than ideal drained soil 

was at least a week behind for even grass harvest! A healthy dollop of common sense is 

needed with any biological system.  This is one system that you can use to your advantage.  

Keep in mind that grass normally has a much narrower window than alfalfa for peak 

quality. If we get very cold and wet conditions, grass could violate the rules and actually 

decrease in NDF (improve forage quality) with time.  This is why cutting based on heading 

stage (cut at when head is in boot) does not work.  For most years, being early on grass is 

better than late.  Cutting ahead of optimum on grass will simply move some of the yield to the 

second cutting giving you the same overall yield but much higher quality for both cuttings.  If 

you are weather delayed in nearly clear alfalfa harvest, raising the cutter bar will greatly 

improve forage quality (this does NOT work with grass).  

YOU WANT TO BE HALF COMPLETED WHEN YOUR FORAGE REACHES 

OPTIMUM QUALITY.  STARTING AT OPTIMUM QUALITY MEANS ALL YOUR 

FORAGE IS LESS THEN OPTIMUM unless you can harvest the entire farm in one day.  

Only you know how many days it normally takes for first cutting.  Half of those days should 

be before the crop is ready.    Farms can use the above chart to get more of their forage at peak 

quality by selecting what field to mow based on slope face/drainage factors rather than where 

it is in relationship to the barn.    

When Alfalfa near the Grass field  is 38 cm tall Start to Cut Your Pure Grass Stands 

When Alfalfa in Mixed 50% Alfalfa 50% 

Grass Stands is 60 cm tall 
Cut Your Mixed Stands 

When Alfalfa is 76 cm tall in clear Alfalfa Cut Your Mostly Alfalfa Stands 
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Double Crop for Forage Better than BMR Corn  
 

Tom Kilcer 
Advanced Ag Systems LLC 

There is an opportunity for you to try a new cropping system that not only reduces risk, but can 

give you increased total crop yields (20 -25% ) from that same acre.  This is forage that has a 

greater milk potential (4,000 ï 4,200 pounds of potential milk/ton) than BMR corn silage 

(3,800 ï 4,000 pounds of potential milk/ton) or cream puff alfalfa.  It is a corn replacement or 

haycrop replacement?  Neither ï it is a high energy moderate (16%) protein, high sugar, forage 

with very high kd/hr digestibility (3 to 6 or more).  This is the forage for high producing cows 

that have limited rumen space to meet their production needs.  

The crop is winter triticale harvested as forage and combined with short season high 

yielding summer energy crops.  What has us excited is the very adaptability of the crop to 

various cropping systems depending on the needs of the farm. 

Make HEL land more productive 
HEL (Highly Erosive Land) is a problem to manage as you must keep the erosion to a minimal 

level.  Many of those rotations save the soil but lose the farm because they do not produce a 

level of crop production for todayôs economy.  Ignoring the HEL and you cause permanent 

long term yield loss to your soil and to your farmôs future.  Cover crops can help, but they are 

an extra expense - turn it into income with winter triticale.  Keeping the soil covered with 

living material not only solves many of the soil loss issues, but research has found it to 

significantly increase the soil health, soil structure (critical for high yields), protecting 

expensive fertilizer nutrients from loss, all while producing very high yielding high quality 

forage.  In a double crop scenario of short season corn planted the end of May, harvested late 

August followed by winter Triticale harvested by late May, leaves you soil expose for only two 

weeks or so in the whole year cycle. Each tillage step can be one pass minimum tillage or zone 

tillage corn plus no tillage triticale. 

Double crop with summer annual to increase total yield 20 ï 25% 
Short season corn is made by shortening the vegetative stage of the plant.  This reduces size 

and hence silage yield.  By selecting the correct type of corn you may not decrease your corn 

silage quality at all.  By shortening the number of days to maturity it can be ready for another 

triticale planting before Sept 1. Research data indicates that by adjusting population you can 

offset much of the yield drop from the shorter season. 

We planted a 79 day DeKalb silage corn DKC29-97 RR after winter triticale harvest in the 

spring of 2009.  Populations ranged from 35,000 to 44,000.  The season was very warm and 

early and so triticale was off by May 13 and the corn planted immediately after.  As we had no 



Forage Focus Conference 2010                               Page 13  

funding for this research we used up any available fertilizer for planting.  Thus, instead 

of getting its normal 120 lbs of N/a sidedressed, it only received 75.  The summer was 

very cold and wet with most corn silage extremely delayed in harvest well into October.  

The DK29-97 was ready and harvested August 26.   By increasing the population 30%, 

the yields were increased 27%.  Yes, it yielded less than the full season corn next to it 

(21% less) which had its full 120 lbs of N sidedressed.  Adding the short season cornôs 

19 tons/a plus the triticaleôs 7.1 tons/a  of silage (triticale had been late planted so it lost 

20% of its yield potential) we still had 26.1 tons of silage/a harvested that year.   In spite 

of these limits, the double crop produced the same milk/acre as the full crop.  With 

proper nitrogen for the corn, and earlier planting date for the triticale, these yields can 

climb even more.   A large part is the off season sunlight the triticale captures.  
 

Double crop with legumes to reduce spring work load.  
Winter triticale can reduce the spring work load.  By planting it early enough in the fall, 

you can seed red clover with it.  Farmers have found that harvesting the triticale at flag 

leaf allows the clover to put on tremendous growth to give you two more cuttings.  

Recent research I conducted on making haylage with red clover vs alfalfa in comparing 

drying rates found they dry initially at the same rate to 75% moisture.  Tedding after that  

dramatically dropped the clover moisture level to below optimum for silage in 4.5 

hours after mowing.  This was wide swath cut with no conditioning.  

 

Bottom Line: 
As with any crop, there is a learning curve.   We make the mistakes so you donôt have to.  

There is more to be learned as we push yields from the 2.5 ï 3 tons of dry matter that we 

have so far, to the 4 ï 5 tons of dry matter winter triticale they harvest in Pennsylvania. 

We are continually looking for highly digestible, floury endosperm short season corns.  

We are testing a new 83 day forage sorghum that you plant and harvest ï no drying like 

sorghum-Sudan needed.  We are testing other combinations to continually push forage 

quality and yield at economical cost for high forage diets. 
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The Ontario Hay Marketing Forum (OHMF) is an active part of the Ontario Forage 

Council and has an indirect linkage with the Canadian Forage & Grasslands 

Association. The purpose of this group is to expand the sales opportunities, both 

domestically and internationally for members of the OHMF. A working group from 

within the membership is working on developing an effective branding message for 

Ontario hay and when approved will be part of a more aggressive marketing plan for 

Ontario and Canadian forage products. 

A ñFact Findingò mission is in the planning stages and further information will be 

available in the very near future. 

Since the Forage Focus conference has a direct interest in promoting better quality 

stored forages, it is appropriate to create a further awareness of the Ontario Hay 

Marketing Forum. 

Producers who are interested in becoming involved in the Hay Marketing Forum or 

have any questions are encouraged to contact Ray Robertson, Manager, Ontario Forage 

Council. 

Phone: 519-986-1484 or 1-877-892-8663 

 

ONTARIO HAY MARKETING FORUM  
 

Ray Robertson 
Manager, Ontario Forage Council 
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