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Why a Grazing System ?

¸Management tool

¸Increased profitability

¸Improved land base and land value

¸Gain understanding of where 

opportunities are

¸address issues that hold production down

¸Grazing Management benefits the 

producer - Cash in YOUR pocket



Key Components of Grazing Systems

¸Rest for the grass

¸Uniform Grazing Pressure (Stock Density)

¸Healthy Plants & Healthy Soils

¸Stable Production Levels

¸Production for the Future

¸Higher overall Stocking Rates

¸Lower Year to Year Variation

¸Respect to Environmental Issues



A WELL PLANNED SYSTEM

Is a planned, whole system    

that allows you to graze as    

early in the spring as possible   

and as late into the winter as   

possible.
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When Planning A Grazing System

When planning a grazing system, I always

ask the following questions:

¸How much time do you have to move cattle, 

once a day, every other day, once a week?

¸Where is the water source or will you be 

pumping it out to your cattleôs location?



When Planning A Grazing System

When planning a grazing system, I always

ask the following questions:

¸What type of soil?

¸What is the past history of this pasture?

¸ Is it tame or native hay, or both?



When Planning A Grazing System

When planning a grazing system, I always

ask the following questions:

¸Are there bush, sloughs or ridges that have to be 

fenced out separately?

¸What type of animals is this for ïcows, 

yearlings, etc?

¸What is the stocking rate going to be?



Advantages of a Grazing Plan

¸ Advantages of many paddocks

¸ As the paddock size decreases, stock density increases causing better 

distribution of dung, urine and trampling

¸ More even grazing

¸ The longer we hold any # of animals in any paddock, the higher the # of plants 

which get severely overgrazed

¸ Increased Energy Flow

¸ The amount of green leaf removed greatly affects the rate which plants re-grow 

after being grazed

¸ Improved Animal Nutrition

¸ Animals move more frequently onto fresh ground which means they receive a 

better plane of nutrition and reduced danger of parasite infection and build-up



¸ What is the proper Stock Density?

¸How many

cows/acre

Is it:
1 cow / acre
2 cows / acre
5 cows / acre
10 cows / acre

Grazing Systems



¸We really donôt 

know!

¸Needs to be 

heavy enough to 

change Behavior

¸Not to heavy (or 

too long) that we 

multiple-bite the 

plants

Grazing Systems



Need to ñEliminateò the COW having 

FREE-CHOICE!

http://www.sarpysam.net/gallery/Calves/graze10292007?full=1


Increase in Kentucky bluegrass

Need to ñEliminateò OVERGRAZING



Stocking Rate

¸AUA or AUM

¸1300 lb. cow ï3% BW

¸40 lbs of feed

¸Measure Grass



5 MB sites over 2 years







ÅWhen animals are left on a pasture or 
paddock too long

ÅWhatôs over grazing?

ÅWhen a plant is bitten off before it has had 
time to recover from the first grazing





The Grazed Plant

¸A grazed plant is a stressed 

plant

¸Allow rest 30 ï80 days

¸Photosynthesis

¸3 Leaf Stage

¸Root Mass



¸Rotational grazing mimics how Buffalo used 

to graze

¸Graze in one area and then move on to 

another area & donôt return for some time

Rotational Grazing



¸With rotational grazing you are in 

control

¸You decide:

¸Where the cattle are

¸For how long

¸When to move them

¸Where to move them

Rotational Grazing



4 Principles of Pasture Management

¸Allow growth in the spring before 

grazing

¸Once in a paddock, 2 rules of thumb 

govern movement

¸Move cattle before re-growth

¸Move while there is still re-growth



4 Principles of Pasture Management

¸Give paddocks time to rejuvenate 

before grazing again

¸Leave some residual cover in the fall



BENEFITS OF INTENSIVE

CELL GRAZING

¸Drought management

¸Pasture Longevity

I̧ncreased carrying capacity

I̧mproved forage quality

¸Constant quality of nutrition

I̧mproved animal control



FREE ñFOURò ALL

¸Water

¸Sunlight

¸Nutrients

¸Living organisms

¸Mother nature gives it all to us FOR 

FREE !



ÅStocking Rate - 1 head / acre

ÅCattle moved every day





























ÅBale Graze in Winter - adds nitrogen

ÅFertilize - spread manure

ÅSpray weeds out

ÅFeed bales in willows to knock them back

ÅGive adequate time to recover from 1 st grazing



ÅPlant fence posts

ÅLocal provincial agriculture representative

ÅIntroduce Legumes - sod seed, spread, etc.

ÅREST IS BEST !



The Benefits

¸Ability to use different species of GRASS at 

different times of the year

¸Control over cattle

¸Central water area

¸Rest is best! 

¸Able to rejuvenate



The Benefits

¸Nutrition

¸ Improve soil fertility

¸Make hay

¸Better breeding results

¸Eliminate selective grazing



¸Fall Rye

¸Early Season Grasses

ÅMeadow Brome

ÅCrested Wheat Grass

Early Spring Options



¸Fall rye

¸Stock piled grass

¸Swath grazing

¸Bale Grazing

¸Corn Grazing

Fall Options




