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Ontario Hay Marketing Forum
Up-Date
December 2011
As we near the end of 2011, I trust you have had a good year and for many, we have seen some great prices in the forage sector, similar to many other commodities. 

Although we have not had any meetings, since spring of 2011, Hay Marketing has been front and centre for the Forage Council. 
· During the spring and summer 2011, we have attended a number of trade show events and always distributed brochures, identifying members and your contact information, as well as regular calls to the OFC office, inquiring where the callers could access good quality hay. It was always easy to either refer them to our web site containing your names, or forwarding a brochure, if that was better for them. 

· The Working Group has been busy and a Consultant has been engaged to do a “Feasibility Study” for setting up a Compaction Facility for Double Compacting large square bales for potential overseas and other appropriate markets. The Ontario Forage Council has submitted an application to fund this study, and hopefully will be approved by late January. This has taken longer than anticipated, but things are looking very positive. When this application receives approval, many of you will be contacted for input, and once the project is finalized, we will be calling a meeting of the membership to further discuss and hopefully move forward very quickly.   
· A second phase of “Moisture Testing of Large Square Bales” is well under way, having just finished the second round.   The results continue to be very positive, and we trust the results will qualify Ontario to participate in the overseas markets. The requirement for most overseas markets is a maximum of 12 per cent moisture. This is the second year we have done these tests, and it is important to fully understand what can be realistically achieved in Ontario.
· The Ontario Forage Council contracted a consultant to conduct a research project on “The Value of Forages in a High Commodity Price Environment”, and it has just been completed. This project has revealed some very interesting results, and will be of keen interest to most producers. 
· For many areas of North America and beyond, hay has been in short supply, and I have referred many inquiries to all members of the Ontario Hay Marketing Forum. It appears that hay is becoming scarce in most counties in Ontario, thus driving the prices upward. In October, we participated in a Trade Show Display at the World Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin in conjunction with the Canadian Forage & Grassland Association (CFGA). There was lots of interest in Canadian hay from many US States and numerous overseas destinations. The Middle East and China were certainly most prominent. There is an urgent need for hay in both of those areas.

·  A Forage Fact Finding Mission is planned for China, and we will be participating. Meetings are being scheduled with the large Dairy and Equine operations as well as government inspection agencies in China (similar to CFIA in Canada). The protocols between Canada and China must be further refined and regulations must be practical and truly workable. We are positive that things will work out okay.
· We hosted a representative from the China Equine industry in early December, and I toured a number of member’s farms to familiarize him with Ontario hay products. I can assure you, he was most impressed with what he saw, and commented that in each case, our hay was far superior to anything he has ever seen in Beijing. 

· Six members from Ontario attended and participated in the second Annual Meeting and Conference of the CFGA in Saskatoon in mid December. It was an excellent event and far exceeded original expectations. Over 100 participated from across Canada, and evaluations were extremely positive.  Among the highlights were topics and speakers on hay exports and the various markets, which went over very well. 

· Updates on these events will be shared in more detail in the next meeting of the Ontario Hay Marketing Forum, which I anticipate will be in early spring. The timing will coincide with information from the Feasibility Study which is anticipated at that time. 
It has been a pleasure to speak with many of you during the past summer, and do appreciate your patience as we have tried to accomplish in-roads to the various hay markets, establish relationships that will enhance hay marketing opportunities for Ontario and Canadian producer members.  
During the next few weeks, we anticipate some interesting results will become available and if at any time you have questions or suggestions, I always appreciate your communication. 

I extend best wishes for the New Year, and may you be blessed with Good Health, Happiness and Prosperity in 2012.

 Kind Regards,

Ray

Ray Robertson, P.Ag.

Manager,

Ontario Forage Council
Phone: 1-877-892-8663 or 519-986-1484

Email: ray@ontarioforagecouncil.com
